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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 224 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Dictionary of Explosives It is a generation since a
dictionary of explosives has been published, and, in the meantime, many new explosives have been introduced.
It is hoped, therefore, that this small volume, giving concise information about these special materials, may
prove useful to those who have to deal with them. In Cundill and Thomson s Dictionary of Explosives, issued in
1895, there are many entries of the names of inventors and of mixtures which had been proposed but have
never been used commercially, nor are likely to be. As modem explosives were that in their infancy, it was no
doubt wise to insert all the available information whether it appeared to be important or not; but now it seems
to me better to restrict the scope of the dictionary so as to keep its size within moderate limits. Practically only
explosives with special or proprietary names are therefore dealt with here. For information concerning
chemical substances, such as the nitro-toluenes and other nitro-compounds, reference should be made to the
text-books on explosives and chemistry. A few words may, however, be said here about the nitrocelluloses.
These are made by treating cellulose with a mixture of nitric and sulphuric acids, and then purifying the
product by washing it thoroughly with hot water. The variety of cellulose most used for this purpose is cotton,
and the product obtained from it is frequently called nitrocotton, three special varieties of which are collodion
cotton, pyrocollodion and guncotton (q.v.). The only other form of cellulose which is nitrated on a commercial
scale is chemical cellulose obtained by the treatment of wood or straw. About the Publisher Forgotten Books
publishes...
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