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series. It will thus be possible to make a study not only of the historical development of an economic subject as
reflected in the documents of an individual state but also to make a comparative study of that development as
it has taken place in the country at large. To accomplish this purpose it has been necessary to make the
selection of entry words without reference to the peculiarities of local usage, such peculiarities being
recognized in the case of each state by cross-references. The abbreviations employed are believed to be
suKiciently obvious to make a table of them unnecessary. Unless otherwise stated the size of the books is
octavo. A feature introduced in the New York part of this index, and not employed in the preceding parts (i.e.
Maine, New Hampshire, and Vermont), is the system of references from locality. This feature has been made a
part of the succeeding issues. The present volume follows the preceding volumes in form, except that perhaps a
little more space has been given to checklist entries. It seemed necessary to do this, because of the fact that, in
Illinois, most of the early volumes of the Collected Documents were issued with duplicate paging; i.e., one for the
volume and one for each document in the volume. The result was that from about 1840 to 1877 there exist two
editions of many Illinois documents. The most concise way of...
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