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Methodist Episcopal Church, Providence R. I.; On Sunday, July 27, 1862 Israel hath sinned, and they have also
transgressed my commandment which | commanded them: for they have taken of the accursed thing, and
have also stolen, and dissembled also, and thy have put it even among their own stuff. Therefore the children of
Israel could not stand before their enemies, because they were accursed: neither will | be with you any more,
except ye destroy the accursed from among you. - Joshua, 7th chap: 11 - 12 v. No man, who reads and believes
scripture history and biography, can doubt that God beholds all the minutiae of this world s affairs, even to the
most private acts of individuals, and that the changes in His administration are made in view of them. In other
words, that Gods administrative government over this world is a government of special as well as general laws;
that he often changes the currents of life, from the humblest individual up to the highest and most populons
national existence, according to their obedience or disobedience of the laws given for their guidance. This, in
other words, is the doctrine of Especial Providence. And in this all earthly governments follow - at a great
distance in some particulars, it is true. Government is instituted for men, - not men created for government.
Hence the course of policy pursued in a time of plenty is changed in a time of famine. When finances are easy,
labor in demand, and general prosperity is the rule the course of correct government is different from what it
is...
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