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Contrastive Study of ElicitationQuestions in English andPersian
Modern PlaysByJanin JafariQuestioning is one of the important
skills in language learning. Moreover, understanding the
discourse function of questions will help learners master the uses
of questions. The purpose of the present study was to verify the
applicability of Tsui s (1995) model of conversational analysis,
specifically to the different subclasses of Elicitation questions
(i.e., inform, agree, commit, repeat and clarify) in English and
Persian. This study also intended to contrast the subcategories
of Elicitation questions in English and Persian modern plays. To
achieve the objectives, three modern English plays and three
modern Persian plays were selected. In order to determine the
frequency of each subcategory of Elicitation questions of each
language 361 instances from the English plays and 337 instances
from the Persian plays were analyzed and compared. A Chi-
square test was used to determine whether the difference was
statistically significant.The results indicated...
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