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. . . rs Chairman of the Subcommittee presiding. hearing charter SUBCOMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT,
TECHNOLOGY, AND STANDARDS COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE U. S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES Manufacturing
Research and Development: How Can the Federal Government Help thursday, june 5, 2003 10: 00 a. m. -12: 00 p.
m. 2318 rayburn house oEice building Purpose On Thursday, June 5, 2003, at 10: 00 am the House Science
Committees Subcommittee on Environment, Technology, and Standards will hold a hearing to review the most
serious problems facing U. S. manufacturing with a particular focus on federal research, development, and
technical assistance programs. Manufacturers are raising concerns that the United States is losing its
competitive advantage in manufacturing technology, and that this will contribute to permanent job losses to
oversees competition. The manufacturing community, industry analysts, and economists believe that
significant, extensive changes are afoot in the manufacturing sector beyond the eEects of the recent recession.
Although U. S. firms, particularly the small and medium-sized manufacturers, cannot compete with the wage
diEerential in many foreign countries, they can compete through factors influenced by the application of
technology, knowledge, and skills. There are federal programs designed to help firms develop these capacities.
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