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As a result, a count of the number of movers in a shorter period more nearly approximates the number of
moves during that period than is measured in a longer interval which more nearly measures the percentage of
the population that is affected by mobility. The effect of repeat movers on short-interval mobility rates can be
illustrated by comparing the 1-year mobility rate from the March 1982 CPS with the 5-year rate derived from
data collected in the 1980 survey. According to estimates from the 1982 survey, 16. 6 percent of the 221, 641, 000
persons 1 year old and over were living in a different house in the United States 1 year earlier. By comparison,
the 1980 survey shows that 45. 0 percent of the 223, 719, 000 persons 5 years old and over were living in a
different house in the United States on that date 5 years earlier. MIGRATION UNIVERSE The mobility data in this
report are derived from the answers to questions on residence 1 year before the survey date and the
geographical location of the respondents current residence. A facsimile of the question on previous residence is
shown below. These questions were asked for all members of the survey household who were 15 years old and
over on the survey date. Previous residence for persons under 15 years old was allocated based on the
responses of their parents or other members of the household. (See the section entitled Allocations of Mobility
Status...
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