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indexed. Not illustrated. 1914 Excerpt: .connected with that discussed in the preceding paragraph deals with the
question of what are municipal as distinguished from state affairs. Upon this question, also, the courts are in
conflict, and by the majority of them no scientific view of the matter has been taken. For example, in
Commonwealth v. Patton (46) an act which affected the system of judicial administration was held void as
violating the constitutional prohibition of special acts relating to the affairs of towns and counties. Surely on
any scientific basis the administration of justice is a (44) Goodnow, Mimic. Home Rule, 91. (45) State v.
Samuelson, 131 Wis. 499. (46) 88 Pa. St 258. state and not a local matter. The basis of the view of the courts is, of
course, historical, as in the case of local and state officers. Whatever the localities have been in the habit of
attending to in the past are local affairs; others are state affairs--seems to be the view of the courts. This, of
course, ignores the dual function of the city as an agent for the satisfaction of local needs, and as an agent of
the state in the administration of the state s laws. An Illinois case (47) follows the general trend of the New York
metropolitan district cases discussed above. An act of the legislature provided for the incorporation of a
sanitary district differing in area from any of the ordinary public corporations, and was upheld as not in
conflict with...
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